ik 


LZ NS ! 
08 ‘ap y 


, #975 


WOMEN & ARMED STRUGGLE 


— 
Bay Aiea Aesea rch Co//ec tre 


CONTENTS 


Ја раја остаће sa ono s oe koa oa n Rer re m dE. 
Letter from Emily Harris, October 27, 1975.............. «4. 
Lolit&-LebPon and Blanca Canales. .ssssccssecvcceccccsccsosel 
Susan Saxe Statement, June 9, 1975. 6s ose се... о о со «са ror LO 
On Being Underground -- Katherine Power and Susan Saxe...10 
Coalition Against Psychiatric Assault: Demonstration.:...11 


A Collective Letter to the Women's Movement 
from the Women of the Weather Underground........12 


WUO Women's Brigade Bombs Dept. of H.E.W., March 1974....13 
етт yl e.g te ee pe A ee (1 ае e Lo A 


Statement from the Sisters of the Symbionese 
Liberation Army, October 21, 1975..ccccvcscccoseel? 


Militant Women: а Brie? History. ..css0.c<s са а с LA Goede ОД. 
Open Letter to the Fighting ForcesS.......... coco coco QD 
Puerto Rican Бојар фу сесисртоскенкевњевфањиња«-» Ry eC 
New World Liberation Front Communique: Fort ORGS cc о ae 


This issue was produced collectively. Writing and editing 
of the sections dealing with women and armed struggle were 
done by women, 


HISTORY WILL ABSOLVE US, а political statement written and 
printed by the Symbionese Liberation Army, is included as 
an insert in subscription and bookstore copies of this 
month's DRAGON. Copies are available from us, 


BAY AREA RESEARCH COLLECTIVE 
BOX 4344, SATHER GATE STA, 
BERKELEY, CALIF. 94704 


Bion of women's attitudes toward 
revolutionary arinca struggle. This 
discussion is not seen as definitive 
by any means--we would like to start 
а dislogue on the subject with 
other women so that we can develop 
new theories, better strategics. 

For a long time within the 
women's movement there has existed 
an analysis that "violence is 
macho" which has often led to the 
conclusion. that revolutionary armed 
struggle cannot be used as a tool 
of liberation because it is ап 
inherent contradiction to the libe- 
ration of women, 

It is true that a seciety besed 
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on violence, that uses violence to 
maintain oppressive power struc- 
tures and institutions is macho and 
has been dominated by men. The 
male power structure uses sexual, 
economic and ideological violence 
backed up by an army of police, 
state agents and large armies abroad 
to maintain the status quo, They 
have created the monster of ameri- 
kan inperialism, 

The tactic of violence can be 
used with various motivations ina 
society based to such an extent on 
sexual. exploitation. Men have used 
sexual. violence against women as a 
means of control and asserting 
dominance, Thé "hidden war" against. 
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women often takes the form of sexual | Thira World peopie án the ghettos- 


assault and countless murders, 
Women have learned that the only 
effective means of protecting them- 
selves is to use self-defense tech- 
niques or to take up arms. Inez 
Garcia and Joan Little are two well 
known women among many others who 


have militantly resisted rapists, 
There is little debate within 
the women's novement that armed 
defensive actions against male 
rapists are necessary. Маје power 
trips to a greater or lesser ex- 
tent have been directed towards 
women 811 our lives and we are 
aware of this oppression on a gut 
level. Resistance to oppression 
comes only when we experience this 
oppression in our own lives and 
when we make the necessary connec- 
tions between our own oppression 
und that of other oppressed peo- 
ples. This understanding leads to 
defining who the enemy is and cre- 
ates solidarity with comrades 
fighting against the same enemy. 


| barrios of this country, economic ex- 
‘ploitation which. often translates out 
into starvation, forced sterilization, 
inadequate abortion options -— which. 


is equal to murder — the incarcera- 


tion of poor and working class people, 
and all of the insidious aspects of 


sexism and racism. 
The view expressed in a recent 


editorial of a Bay Area women's 

paper is typical of this contradic— 

tion. These women took the position 
F: n И á Г Р. 
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| that women who advocate Armed strug- 
glo ecsentially aro taking an anti- 
woman stance end should not be sup— 


There is an inherent contradiction in ported. 


women who hotly defend and support the 


"astho creation and porpetua- 


right of women to take up arms in de- tion of the image of femminists as 


fense against personal assault and 
condemn women who engage in artied 


streetfighters and terrorists is yet 
another media move; this one sadisti- 


struggle in defense against global as- cally rimed at undermining and dis- 


sault by the Amerikan ruling class. 


-This ruling class consists of some ' 
of the most powerful and oppressive 


men whose crines include (directly 
or indirectly) the mass murder and. 
repe of Vietnam, ihe murder of 


crediting one of the most primally 


non-violent, life giving movements 


in the history of the world...we 
wish at this time to actively with- 


hold support from 211 sisters who 
advocate violence as an acceptable 


means for social change, This ја 
neither in our tradition nor in our 
vision of the future." 2/ 

It is important not to accept 
sensationalized media accounts, and 
statements such as these only add 
more fuel to them creating just the 
type of devisiveness that the state 
will use in their attempts to weaken 
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Our herstory is rich with exam- 
ples of women warriors and women's 
resistance to state terrorism, 
From the militancy of suffragists 
to the more recent actions of 


‘Lolita Lebron, Assata Shakur, 


Marilyn Buck, the Weatherwomen, the 
women of the SLA and the women of 
Vietnam, we have seen that women 


femminist and revolutionary struggles. are fighters, defiant and strong. 


Revolutionary ermed struggle must be 
viewed in the context of a large, 
progressive mass based movement. 
There is much needed work that is 
being done in above ground organ~ 
izing, but armed struggle is not a 
contradiction to that--it is a nec- 
cesary part of any revolutionary 
movement that has a chance of suc- 
ceeding. The extent to which parts 
of the women's movement are advo- 
cating non-violence corresponds to 
the extent to which their white- 
middle class privilege allows them 
to do во, Tho reality of class war 
in amerika is here on a day-to-day 
basis for millions of people in 
this world who do not have the 
"choice" of remaining aloof from it. 


Susan Sexe and the women's communi- | 
ties of Lexington and New Haven have | 
shown their strength and solidarity 
in defying FBI and grand jury inti- 
midation, Women's communities are 
coming under new attack by the 
state because of the very real 
threat of women's unity to the 
power structure and we must be 
ready to resist these attacks with . 


"а policy of total non-collaboration 


with the state. We mst not allow 
ourselves to buy into male defini- 
tions of us as essentially passive 
and weak. In order to grow stronger, 
we must be open to giving oursclves 
and any sisters support and encour- 
agement; to deal with our fears 
(which are bound to arise in fight- 


We must not rush into militant auctions ing the most powerful country that 


out of guilt or frustration, Many 
of us will choose to do tho equally 


important work of above ground organ- 


izing. Int to denounce other Coir- 
rades who, acting out of their own- 
oppression are beginning to engage 
in armed struggle serves only to 
‘weaken our movement, 


exists) in a sensitive way, to pro- 
claim our victories and to protect 
our security aboveground and under- 
ground, 50 that we have the capa- 
bility and determinetion to move 
orm footnote 
1/ Plexus, Nov., 1975 
P.O. Box 3119 
Berkeley, CA. 94103 


Letter from Emily Harris 
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October 27, 1975 
Grectings, Sisters & Brothers, 


The media speak of my locked 
down status and my rage вид my dis- 
respect for this system of injust- 
ice es if it were unique. They ig- 


nore the thousands of angry sisters 


like me who refuse to lead butcher- 
ed half-lives. І am one among many 
women locked down in the jails, 
prisons and mental hospitals for 
refusal to fit the mold of passive 
femininity. А11 of us mean to sur- 
vive on our own terms, building a 
revolutionary people's culture as 
we fight the terror, genocide, rob- 
bery, decadence апа despair of 0,5. 
Amperialism, 

Like many other sisters, I see 
ihat women must provide leadership. 
on 2121 levels of struggle ~- legal 
and clandestine, armed and. unarmed, 
peaceful and violent -- all fitting 
together as part of a coordinated ' 
stratery for our total liberation 


as women. Sexism is rooted is the 
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very foundations of U.S. imperial- 
ism. I can feel the brutal орргев— 
sion of the whole system by, looking 
at one small fraction —- my own ex- 
perience. I can see the traps that. 
were set for me (and for every wo- 
man) at each step along the way, 
from childhood to womanhood, І see 
many attempts to neutralize my ag- 
gressive tendencies, define me in 
terms of men, isolate me from other 
women. In terms of work, I was al- 
ways under-employed, under-paid and 
expendable, I was brainwashed to 
have aspirations toward. а топода~ 
mous marriage in which I would pro- 
vide a lifetime of unpaid labor, 

As a white woman I was supposed to 
feel honored that I was given the 
wlira-fem position of being more 
fragile and therefore more respec- 
table than my Third World sisters. 
From this position. learned the 
unnatural, repressive sexual atti- 
tudes that deprived me of the warath 
and honesty of human emotion shared 
between friends and lovers alike, 
As а revolutionary woman I have al~ 
ways been motivated by & senso of 


my own experience, not because I 


feel my own oppression, past or pre- 
Sent, is more intense than that of 
other sisters and brothers; but be- 


cause my true anger surfaces ‘around 
things that have happened to me, 
not things I read or hear about. 
My solidarity with other oppressed 
people in this country and through- 
out the world grows from sharing a 
common experience -— we are under 
the life threat of a common enemy. 
None of us can be free until we &re 
all free! l - 

foo often whites discount the 
messages of their own life and. in- 
terprete the so-called "privilege 
of white skin" to mean that their 
experience must be solely that of 
oppressor rather than oppressed. 


It is clear that the contradictions. 


of society are the most. viciously 
blatant to those who are the most 
oppressed; however, no one is im- 
mune, If we can have the courage 
to Look beyond the consumer flea 
market, beyond the network of phon- 
ey privilege and false divisions, 
beyond the corrupt brainwashing of 
the media and our educational sys- 
tem; then we can begin to undor- 
stand the true set of circumstances 
we find. ourselves in where a ruling 
elite attempts to use the rest of 
us аз pawns in their international 
power mene. 


As women we fight. for а society 
where all women can bo proud of 
their strength and independence; 
where women's recognition is not 
based on a charade of appearing 


weak, fragile and "not. too smart;". 
where the pleasure of being with 
our children is not destroyed by 
the overburdening responsibility of 
raising them alone; where spheres 
of work ere not restricted by a 
person's sex, with women often for- 
ced on welfare because their labor 
is considered expendable; where wo~ 
men до not have to exist under the 


constant threat of rape and invol- 
untary sterilization; where love, 
unity and cooperation among women 
has the opportunity to develop and. 
grow to its highest potential; 
where women and men are not forced 
into confinining stereotypes based 
on sex that weaken and divide them 
one from the other; where all peop- 
le can lead meaningful lives, en- 
gage in productive work and have 
adequate food, clothing, housing, 
medical care and education; where 
the joy we can give to each other 
is not destroyed by the cruel des- 
paration of competing for survival 
crumbs, 

i see that these aspirations 
will remain futile hopes and dreams 
unless our goal becomes the revolu- 
tionary overthrow of this fascist 
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society. Anything less would nec- 
essarily give openings to a few to- 
ken individuals while others are - 
starved,-locked up or shot in the 
back, Anything less would never 
root out the sexism, racism and 
classism which lie at the very 
foundation of our oppression аз. wo- 
men, 

I have worked in the under- 
ground to develop the guerrilla 
front because I see armed propa- 
ganda as an essential complement to 
mass orgauizing in building for re- 

volution. At this time the guer- 
rilla front heightens contradic- 

tions as in the Hearst kidnapping. 
where the wealth of the cnemy rul- 


. ing class was seen in sharp cont- 


rast to the hunger of poor people, 
A further objective of the guerril- 
la front is to heighten the tacti- 


' cal level of struggle whenever it 
` becomes clear in ovr communities 


that peaceful methods will not meet 
our needs, as when the BLA attacked 
the occupying army of police in the 
Black community. The long range ` 
goal of the guerrilla front is tò 
build the well-trained nucleus of 
the future people's army. · I see 
the strategy of armed struggle as 
the means by which we insure our 
victory over 0.5. imperialism, The 
leadership of women on all levels 
of this struggle is the means by 
which women insure that our inter- 
esta are fully represented and 
fought for at each step along the 
way. 


"wall. 


Y feel strongly that women can- 
not delay developing and. supporting 
the guerrilla front because if we 
do not learn to protect and. defend 
ourselves we will always be caught 
unprepared as the monster we are 
fighting continues to throw our 
sisters and brothers up against the 
The fascist beast has al~ 
ready tried in vain to lock up the 
fighting spirit of Marilyn Buck, Su- 
san Saxe, Assata Shakur, Lolita Le- 
bron, Safiya Bukhari and many other 
strong sisters who are defined as a 
threat to society because they 
would accept nothing short of. their 
own freedom and self-dotermination. 
But to the beast's dismay, tho 
beautiful reflection of these drag- 
ons is magnified a thousand times 
on the streets through the work of 
many more struggling people whose 
love nnd rage will culminate in tho 
death of tho old order and the 


birth of the now, Until that day, 
there can be no peace without free- 


don, | 
There is much inore I would like 


to say but mostly I would. like to 
hear from y'all. 
Love and Rage, 
Your sister in Struggle, 
Enily 


The struggle of the Puerto Rican 
people to obtain their independence, 
first from Spain -and then from the 
United States, is more than 100 years 
old, 

Women have participated in the 
struggle. since the first slave up- 
rising, with their numbers increasing 
over the years until today, when thou- 
sands of women are playing active and 
militant roles in the fight for a free 
Puerto Rico, 


LOLITA LEBRON 

Puerto Rican Nationelist Lolite 
Lebron has been imprisoned Longer than 
any women political prisoner in the 
Western hemisphere, 

Lolita Lebron, along with Irvin 
Flores, Rafael Cancel Miranda and Andre 
Figueroa Cordero have been held in fe- 
deral jails for more tham 20 years for 


their attack in 1954 on the U.S. House 
of Representatives, 


On March 1 of that year, in an at- 
tempt to bring international attention 
to the US control of Puerto Rico, Loli- 
ta Lebron and her three companeros stood 


. up in the House visitors' gallery, and 


erying "freedom for Puerto Rico," began 
firing down at the House floor, 
Sentenced to 16 to 50 years for as- 
B&ult with a deadly weapon, Lolita Le- 
bron has spent most of her imprisonment 


. in the federal women's penitentiary at 


Alderson, West Virginia. 

Several years ago, Lolita Lebron 
turned down an offer of parole rather 
than accept as a condition that she 
abandon the struggle for Puerto Rican 


independence, 
that. she will never accept a release 
unless freedom is simultaneously gran- 
ted her three male companions, 


Blanca Pesan ina » mart Ier the 1950 Nationalist uprising. 


She also made it chear 


BLANCA CANALES 


On October 30,1950 a handful of 
Nationalists took over the town of Ja- 
yuya as others battled police in six 
other towns, Ву the time police and 
the National Guard put dovn the revolt 
five days later, 21 persons were dead— 
14 of them nationalists. 

Leader of the Nationalist insurrec- 
tion in Jayuya, where the revolutionaries 
seized control of the police station and 
burned down the post office, was Blanca 
Canales, For her part in the uprising, 
Blanca Canales served seventeen years 
in federal and Commonwealth prisons be- 
fore being pardoned by Governor Roberto 
Sanchez Villela in 1967. 

Nearly 70 years old now, Blanca 
Canales remains committed to the in- 
dependenee cause, 
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SUSAN - 
SAXE | 


Susan Saxe presented the 
following statement cs an ez- 
planation for pleading guilty . 
on June 9, 1975 to charges of 
Бале pobbery ,theft,aud conspiracy. 


"The most significant point 
of this plea agreement is that 
` the United States government 
realises that I am not and 
never will be a collaborator, 
I have made it clear to them 
that if I am called as a | 
witness in any government pro- | 
ceeding, I will refuse to test- 
ify. The government has agreed 
that I will not be held in 
contempt for this refusal. In 
return, I have agreed to enter 
a guilty plea and receive a 
ten year and a two year sent- 
ence, The length of the sent- 
ences is a direct result of my 
refusal to talk. 

Today X am in effect plead- 
ing guilty in federal court to 
charges stemming from a period 
five years ago when I believed, 
as І still do, that armed 
struggle against the Amerikan 
State was a valid and necessary 
escalation of the politics of 
the '60s. I understood at the 
time that the Amerikan Govern- 
ment was the most dangerous, 
powerful, organized, violent 

opponent of people's liberation 
around the world. I also felt 
at that time that the liberation 
of women, to which I was already 
deeply and personally committed, 
could best ba achieved by our 
full participation in and lead- 
ership of what I then perceived 
as a worldwide humanistic 
economic and cultural revolution 
led by the Third World and aimed 
against the. Yankee Empire. 

Over the course of the last 
five years, four and a half of 
which have been lived under- " 
ground in Amerika, I, like many 
other women who came to politics 
through socialistic, antí-racist, 


and anti-imperialist causes, 
have changed, have grown, have 
emerged a feminist. Like these 
thousands of other sisters, I 
am no longer content to be just 
one strong woman fighting for 

a revolution which, though it 
is just and necessary, dogs not 
speak to my own highest aspira- 
tions, шу own most personal 

and immediate needs. Over the 
past five years, then, I have 


emerged a feminist, a lesbian, 
a woman-identified woman. This 
was not a "conversion," but a 
development, a natural process 
that followed my previous commit- 
ment as day follows night. 
There have been many women 
throughout herstory who have 
taken great risks, put great 
faith and energy into movements 
that spoke to our liberation as 
workers, as poor people, as 
members of every oppressed race 
and class, as everything but 
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women. And while many of these 
struggles have moved our people 
forward, have improved our real 
lives in concrete ways, and 
therefore, by definition been in 
the interest of women, по strug- 
gle but our own, independent o 
others, and just and necessary 
in its own right can ever hope 
to meet all our needs. We have 
a right to this struggle, a 
right to self-determination and 
self definition as women, for 
women, a right to a new world 
of our own creation. 

І am only one of many women 
who have come through these 
changes in the past several 
yeaxs. Unlike many others, 
though, a few of us have been 
brought up sharply, face to 
face with our past and had to 
confront our former selves, for 
better or for worse in the pub- 
lic eye and under rather drama- 
tic and serious circumstances, 
At the same time and around the . 
same issues, a deep and signifi- 
cant Splít has developed ín the 
women's movement, On the one 
hand are women who like Jane 
Alpert feel that the Amerikan 
system can peacefully accomumo- 
date their feminist demands. 
and that women as women have 
no obligation to support or | 
protect any peoples' struggle 


that is not explicitly feminist - : 


in ideology or even separatist 
in practice. These women feel 
that it is permissible, even 
desirable, to collaborate with 
the state in the name of femin- 
ism, and that it is in the 
interest of feminíst revolution 
to dissociate itself from any 
forces or individuals which 
are identified as enemies of 
the state on the assumption 
that it is we who bring down 
state repression on a movement 
that otherwise could comfort- 
ably exist withiu the belly of 
the beast. 

On the other hand, are we 
women whose growth into feminism 
has made us even more determined 
not to give in, not to accommo- 
date ourselves to Amerika, not 
to collaborate against sisters 


and brothers who are our nat-, 


. ural allies in revolution, not 
. to repudiate our past, cut our- 


selves off at our awn roots. 

For me, feminism is a commit- 
ment to be even more radical, 

to strike more deeply at the 
root of our oppression. My 
feminism does not make me 
regret economic "crimes" against 
one institution of capitalism; 
it makes me even more determined 


.to see the whole system uprooted 


forever. My feminism does not 
make me regret the theft of 
classified documents that ex- 
posed the U.S. government's 
treachery against the people, 
including U.S. Army O Plan G-- 
Operation Geronimo Bravo-- 
contingency plans for counter- 


. insurgency operations against 


the civilian population of the 
Boston area in the event of 
martial law. My feminism 
doesn't make me regret the . 
destruction of a single National 
Guard Armory; it only makes me 
wish to see every last vestige 
of patriarchal militariem ` 
permanently blotted from the 
face of the earth. ___ 


ines» 


Seal 


CES 


Se 


„Му guilty plea is predicated 

qu my understanding that as of 
this ur. а government has 
agreed to end its investigation 
in Philadelphia. This анд по 
grand jury, no harboring prose- 
pi perce Bond legal torture of 

sters о refuse to s 

the FBI... ~ pe у 
have made it clear to them that 
we are together and unafraid, 
that our community is closed to 

_ their threats, closed to their 
lies, closed to divisive tactics, 
that we will stand together and 
protect what is ours, our homes, 
our organizations, our friends 
and lovers, our private lives. 
The enemy cannot isolate and 
terrorize us, cannot walk among 
us with impunity. ` 

We have shown those few 

desperate, self-serving, terrified 
women who have urged us to collab- 
orate, to rush to preserve our- 
selves as individuals, to dis- 
sociate ourselves from anyone 

who poses a real threat to the 
state, we have shown these 
frightened women that there is an 
alternative. When we place the 
blame for repression squarely on 
the enemy, not on his targets, 
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when we unite to oppose him he 
can be driven away. But when we 
run to the Man for shelter, when 
we betray ourselves to appease 
him, we only expose others to 
his tactics and increase the 
danger to us all. 

Feminism is not collabora- 
tion... 


But most importantly, 
feminism does not poe 4 to 
collaborate with the Man in 
order to reduce the amount of 
time I will have to spend in 
his prisons. The agreement 
I am entering into today is 
made on the condition that I 
will never testify against 
Kathy Power or give any inform- 
ation as to her whereabouts, 
or any information concerning 
anyone I have known or known 
about in the past five years, 
And the ten year and two year 
Sentences are based on the 
government's understanding that 
І will give them nothing, ever, 
not in ten years, not in a 
hundred years. 

My feminism does not drive 
me into the arms of the state, 
but even further from it. 


-edited. 


On being underground... 


"Peoplo must understand that 
being a revolutionary does not 
necessitate going underground and 
blowing things up although that is 
one important way, and that going 
underground docs not imply politi- 
cal or cultural death, Truc, we 
live with a certain amount of fear 
(who doesn't?) and have to be care- 
ful &bout boing busted, but we see 
this as just another aspect of our 
revolutionary duty--to prove to 


the people that it is possible to 
Alive underground in Amerika--to 
prove ihat we can not only evade 
the pigs, but have a good time 
doing it... 

"Being underground and having 
been involved in armed struggle 
have given us à new perspective on 
the movement as a whole. We no 
longer find it possible to talk 
about levels of struggle, There 
are no levels in a revolution, only 


fronts? fob many people define . 
military actions as the “highest 
level of struggle" and then use 
the fact that they ere not doing 
armed actions as an excuse for sit- 
ting around doing nothing at all. 
This is bullshit, Every kind of 
resistance is vital to a final vic- 
tory... Our roots in the movement 


were strong and military action wi 
just another stept in our lives es 
revolutionaries, ‘our biggest mis- 
take was seeing that Step not ss ғ 
outgrowth of our pest, bt as а 
radical break with it," 


Katherine Power 

Susan Saxe 

from Rat April, 19 
- edited. 
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On Wednesday, October 22, the 

Coalition Against Psychiatric 
Assault held & demenstration at the 
San Francisco Federal Building. 
These were its points of unity: 

1. We support Ns. Hearst's right 
to speak or not speak her own 
mind and to choose her own 
attorney, 

2. We support her right to refuse 
psychological tests, and 
psychiatric examinations and 
"treatments," 

3. We oppose the acceptance of 
psychiatric opinions in court 
as "expert testimony," 

4. We oppose the frequent linking 

of “mental illness" and "revo- 

lutionary activity." 
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A Collective Letter to the Women’s 
Movement 


These are exerpts from a letter 
written by the women of the Weather- 
underground in summer, 1973. 


There will always 
be arguments about priorities, and those will continue to 
move us forward—-but for us the basis for struggling has 
changed. We cannot make a value judgment about peo- 
ples’ oppression-—which is more important, or far-reach- 
ing. or pervasive or painful. M-is the wrong question. 

We cannot liberate ourselves i some vacuum of our 
own self-conception, The great majority of women in the 
world are bowed down by (he questions об survival for 
theniselves and their children, seMH-deteemination in their 
daily lives. The liberation of women cannot be realized 
white the United States empire remains the main consu- 
mer of the world's food. resources and energy. That is 
why our movement will have to take on the question of 
state power. 


Looking back from here on the split between the 
feminist movement and the New Left, it has been а long 
road to try to integrate the feminism we have came to 
with the anti-imperiatist politics on which our under- 
ground was founded. Our understanding of the wortd 
and our own lives is in a conti nutus process of сћапре—= 
we have to invite and nurt re ont another's changing. As 


ове women wrote (о another: С 


wal feel like it's so прото pacata that just 
because we were influenced i on ways bv men. 4 
would be wrong to зау that we didnt understand ану 
thing for ourselves. we has 4o trust ourselves more than 
that. Que struggle for freedom Stretches wer чан of их, 
and oppression contin 
and hberaticn will c ^ 


did to try and. m а 
is very much part 0 “е ћ 
menti Siete qni 
рит of herstor 
mcn. e s a с 
movement has to be abo ings that women do: 
there is по issue that is not а woman's issue, for we are 
about ordering а new society. There is то injistéce that 
shouid not be taken on by women for we are about 
humanity... 


mese people 
en's move- 


We derclaped a vision of women as Брегу, pushed 
by the existence of a separate women's movement to 


define a revolutionary woman, ној just a "revohttion- 
ary." and we looked for women to emulate out of our 
past, and from other countries. The women of Vietnam 
were our model. We had met with them, Pham Thi 
Quyen. Fu, Thanh Tra. heard their аце stories, and 
saw them gaining freedom in the process of their people's 
war for independence. What was most iniportant to us 
was that they were able to take part in prolonged military 
Баије, and endure great hardships. We had a single- 
minded conception of a woman guerrilla as fighter only, 


"JI think it has to be difficult for people ro be violent, 
to go to war... how сап we say we aren't afraid? What 
do our lives mean to ыз, and the lives of others? We love 
life’ But you've got to be violent and go ro wor if it's 
necessary. But what you can't lose ín that kind of situa- 
ton is your sensitivity.” —Hayóce Santamaria 

Cuban revolutionary woman 


Although our purely military conception of women 
revolutionaries was too narrow, we believe that armed 
struggle is an essential dimension in a movement which is 
faciag & cruel and murderous government. Vében. the 
New Morning statement appeared in December 1970 it 
was misunderstood as a repudiation—especially on the 
part of the women in the Weather underground-—of 


9$0o«e023e00090665$665009090080600080090o0660600009600960G60090060n06060€905080099 0uWwnà 


armed struggle. We meant it to be an analysis of the 
error of militarism, which includes the idealization of 
violence. an exaggetaged emphasis on the use of arms to 
the exclusion of mass struggle, coming cut of a sense of 


powerlessness. We believe that armed struggle can be— · 


must be—humane. After the townhouse explosion we 
stepped back to Took s at our approach to armed action. 


Now we ~ а Irien responsibility even in the 
smallest action to take great care in the methods we use. 
A belief in our own instincts has become onc guideline— 


getting closer tc the ground. One sister writes of an early 
experience: 


"The first time 1. was involved i in añ ms action I 
literally felt no fear at all. There 1 was. risking jail or 
death. Yet no bad dreams. no doubts, no slightest tremor 
of the hand. When I was arresied all I felt was a little sad. 


` It's ‘strange, if you put your hand in the fire and don't 
feel any pain at all, you can get really hurt. You want to 


something is the matter. so you vae іг. I think fear is the 
same way. It's like a body's early Warning system. 171 had 
Selt fear and valued it, that experience might have Бесп 
different. И certainly would have been more careful), 
That's why when much later 1 participated in a small but 
successful action, the fear that went through my body 
and mind filled me with the most amazing sense of 

Women have done illegal work as fong as our her- 
story. for it is part of our survival. We look back to the 
wonien who have done clandestine work in past yeats—to 
the witches, Harriet Tubman. Emma Goldman, to; Tanya 
and many more. It is their tradition we want to carry on 


relieve pain if you've got it. urak also warns you that 


. as we build the underground. 


тосе. 


Wuo Women's Brigade 


HEALTH 
. EDUCATION & WELFARE 
AN ENEMY OF WOMEN 


SAN FRANCISCO MARCH 6, 1974 


THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH EDUCATION & WELFARE IS 
an enemy of women. 


This action is for all women who: 


—wait in lines for too few food stamps and brave 
food distribution lines because our families have to cat: 

—worry through degrading forms and humiliat- 
ing rule and regulations; 

—are kept out of paying jobs because there are 
no child care programs; 

—struggie to raise our children white we're 
called “pigs af (ће trough" and "azy parasites" by reac- 
tionary male politicians: 

—send our children to schools where illiteracy is 
taught; 

—fight to get health care in emergency rooms and 
county hospitals where our bodies are used (ог experi- 

ments and as practice for doctors; 
'—go тад. ро crazy. locked up in prisons and 
"тета institutions; 
—live in projects; 


—are patronized. cast away and ignored because 


we are 010;. 
—resist!! 


And especially for Мите and Mary Afice Ко; 
blackwomenchildren, from Montgomery, Alabama, ste 
_ lized by HEW at the ages of 14 and 12. - 


HEW is the Nixon program of counterinsurgen 
against us. lt shares many things in common with AI. 
type programs in Vietnam and Latin America. HE 
keeps us below subsistence—not enough food. not heal 
care but health-care-delivery-systems, not decent jo 
but endless cycles of dependency and anguish. 


HEW directly affects the lives of millions of wome 


` - and their families. HEW decides who eats how muci 


HEW is the modern faceless tyrant: it is the overseer. t! 
boss, the landlord, the judge. the official rapist. HEY 
_ blames women for poverty and then penalizes them. It is 


degrading, violent and aggressive system of control о 
women. 


We attack the Department of Health Education ar 
Welfare for International Women's Day, March 8, : 
solidarity with the rising resistance of women. 


WOMEN'SBRIGA! 
WEATHER UNDERGROUt 


poverty. Then the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare (НЕМ) claims to relate to hunger. Its 
slogan is People Serving People. In fact, its programs 
amount fo government-enforced malnutrition. Federal 
food programs offer a half-full, half-empty plate. HEW 
runs these programs in a patronizing way that tries to 
create the myth that women are failures—lazy, immoral 
and stupid. It is a double standard and a double bind. It is 
their justification for keeping women as domestic slaves, 
under the control of men and marriage, poor and without 


г. 

In the Bay Area, over 30,000 people have defied all 
attempts at intimidation to stand in food distribution lines 
cach week because they are hungry. Overwhelmingly, they 
are women who are responsible for feeding their families. 
Their determination and their empty shopping bags signi- 
fy how real the ctisis is. The revolutionary demands of the 
Symbionese Liberation Army have illuminated the enor- 
mous dimensons of poverty and need. ` 

Women are not to blame for the fact that 45% of all 
city families headed by women lise in poverty. By govern- 
ment definition, that means they are improperly nour- 
ished. In the las! year, food costs alone have risen 20%. 
One-third of the world's people go to bed hungry at night. 
The fat cats are getting fatter. 


Food is nol a privilege. Food is money to Them. 


Food is life to us. 


Sterilization is violence. Last year. HEW financed 
between 100.000 and 200.000 sterjlízations through 
medicaid and special family planning clinics. At the 
same time. US agencies in the Third World have made 
sterilization and forced birth control programs a require- 
ment for receiving foreign aid money. This is all part of a 
ruling-class plan to prevent the births of more Black, 
Brown, Yellow, Red and poor babies. 


» The same men who are responsible for US policy in’ 


Vietnam and Africa say that over-populatiom creates 
social unrest and revolution. People are not the problem. 
Injustice creates revolution. So does the vast inequity of 
social wealth—the existence оба tiny class of rich men and 
the great mass of poor people. So does the lack of pawer 
over our fives and the future of our children. 

Women want decent birth control. Women want the 
choice to control our own reproduction. Instead, Third 
World women are used as guinea-pigs for testing and 
experimenting. Instead, we all get coils and pills and 
sterilizations under threat of losing our few crumbs of 
welfare. Instead our bodies are made barren because of 
official medical neglect. This kind of coercion, for eco- 
nomic and racist reasons, constitutes forced sterilization. 
It is a direct form of genocide against the future, through 
the bodies of women. 


Women and HEW. The size and power of HEW is 
a measure of the amount of poverty and exploitation in 
America, not of government generosity. HEW has 250 
separate programs and a budget of S80 billion a year. It is 
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Hunger is violence. The American Empire creates ` 


the largest domestic arm of the Federal government, 
comparable in size and function only to the Defense 
Department, 


It is a classic institution of male supremacy. built on 
the oppression of women. children and old people. It is 
typical of the male monapoly of power. The men who run 
HEW say these kinds of things about women and life: 


Richard Nixon: "The average American is like the 
child in the family. You give him some responsibility and 
he 65 going to umount to something. He is going to do 
something. Uf, on the other hand, you make him complete- 
fy dependent and pamper and cater to him too mech, you 
are going to make him soft. spoiled and eventually a very 
weak individual.” 


Ronald Reagan: “It’s just too bad we can't have ап 
epidemic of botulism . .. There is a characteristic on the 


part af people that they vant something for nothing.” 


Caspar Weinberger; “We must remove any incen- 
tives for people to stay on the welfare rolls—and find some 
disincentives for their staying on ... There's noneed fora 
food program—we already have programs for all that.” 


Caspar Weinberger makes $60,000 a year as the 
head of HEW. Known as Cap-the-Knife for his budget 
cuts, this man is the special counselor to Nixon on Hu- 
man Resources. He is a leech. whose official residence is 
Hillsborough, California (the same as Randolph Hearst): 
He comes to California regularly to build his political 
future by speaking at $100-a- -piate dinners. 

The brunt of HEW policies falls mainly on women. 
Of the 15 million people on welfare, two-thirds are the 
women and children of AFDC. Being on welfare is fike 
having a sexist tyranl for an old man. You can't divorce 
hin, but he can cut you off you give up control of your 
bodies and most of your dignity as а condition of aid; he 
controls your money and your privacy. ff you are Black or 
poor or сій or a woman-headed household, you are direct- 
ly affected by HEW programs. 

În certain ways. HEW is to poor women like the BIA 
{Bureau of Indian Affairs) is to all Native American 
people. It claims to be the giver of life's necessities. But 
under the guise of providing секта! services, it functions to 
contro! and contain us, after they've ripped us off. It serves 
as a safety valve against crisis and revolt. - 


М hate: 


~ 


Under imperialism, reforms are turned Into weapon 


“against us. especially agaist Black and Third World won: 


en. Demands which were ht for every inch of th 
way—such as publie schools: birth control, social security 
trade unions—become their opposite when they remain ї 
the control of the ruling class. HEW is really the Depant 
ment of lilness, Ignorance and Wretchedness. 

In the United States, women bear the major respons: 


- bility for the health, education and сате of families an 


friends. This is women's work, unpaid at that. Suriw: 
questions are treated as pecsonal problems. We're sup 
posed to have it together, but we're deprived of power i 
any fundamental social institutions. The State +c! 
women against women, forces us into desperate compt 
tition, isolates us from sisters in the Third World. 

In spite of this situation, women persevere an 

triumph. struggle and unite. revolt and learn to fight. Ov 
hidden herstory includes great struggles for bread. fo 
schools, for healing, for power—against exploitation, т" 
pression and domination, against racism. 

We netd to remove our struggles from the privat 
sphere where they are fought as individual battles, ar 
make them collectisc—as the tasks of our sex, our clas: 
our people. International sisterhood. The roots of ou 
oppression are connected. We have common enemie: 
They include specific institutions like HEW. which ar 
fundamentally antagonistic to the emancipation of th 
masses of women. — 

Women's liberation is a matter of survival. We nee 
food, decent medical саге, good schools, and communit: 
run day care. For this, we need revolution. 


Four years ago today. ovr comrades Diana Oughta: 
Ted Gold and Terry Robbins died fighting for these sam 
struggles. They are о constaur inspiration. 


i. 
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What Is Most Hoped and/or Most Feared ! i f 
in the Matter: THE JUDGMENT 4y] 


by Marge Piercy 


I call on the dead, I call on the defeated, on the starved, 

the sold, the tortured, the executed, the robbed: 

Indian women bayoneted before their children at Sand Creek, 
miners who choked on the black lung, 

strikers shot down at Pullman and Republic Steel, 

women bled to death of abortions men made illegal, 

sold, penned in asylums, lobotomized, raped and torn open, 
every black killed by police, national guard, mobs and armies. 
Live in us: give us your strength, give us your counsel, 

give us your rage and your will to come at last into the light. 


I fear the trial, 1 fear the struggle, it parches and withers me. 
I fear the violence into whose teeth we march. 

I long for the outcome with every cheated cell. 

We shall all waken finally to being human. 


I was trained to be numb, I was born to be numbered and pegged, 
I was bred and conditioned to passivity, like a milk cow. 

Waking is the sharpest pain I have ever known. 

Every barrier that goes down takes part of my flesh _ 

leaving me bloedy. How can I live wide open? 


Why must I think of you and you before I take a bite? 
Why must I look to my sister before I scratch my itch? 
Before, I shuffled and giggled and kept my eyes down, 
tucking my shoulders in so I would not rub the walls 
of the rut, the place, the role. 

Now anger blisters me. 

My pride rumbles, sputtering lava. 

Every day is dangerous and glad. 


“Why do you choose to be noisy, to fight, to make trouble?” 
you ask me, not understanding I have been born raw and new. 
I can be killed with ease, I can be cut right down, 

but I cannot craw] back in the cavern 


where I lay with my neck bowed. 
| I have grown. I am not by myself. 
lam too many. 


77. 


10-21-75 


fo our sisters and brothers: 

The following paper contains the prelisimery ideas of е muon 
longer theoretical statement concerning our position on women and 
armed struggle. We planned to continue writing the statement in 
an ongoing manner Over а period of time, bot the arrests of Sep- 
tember 18 have made this process impossible to carry on at this 
time. Still, we believe 1% 1s important that this paper receive 
as wide e 6iréülation as possible in an effort to combat the ate 
tempts of the pig media to de-politicize the SLA and portray the 
women involved as empty headed, gun-carressing automatons. 

Though we may not be able to devote our collective energies to 
further writings concerning women and armed struggle, we know 
each individual sister will continue to contribute to the struggle 
“and development around this important question. 

We believe feedback on this paper, especially from feminist 
organizations and other women involved in the armed struggle, is 
&bsolutely essential for both the aboveground and underground to 


move forward. 
DEATH TO TAE FASCIST INSECT THAT PREYS UPON THE LIFE OP THE PEOPLE 


Sleters of the Symbionese Liberation Army 


SLA. COMMUMIQUE 
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The ultimate enemy of all struggling people at this time is 
U.S. imperialism. Under this system, various categories of ор- 
pression; sexism, racism, classism, and ‘widespread poverty; all Ee 
serve to keep multitudes of. people in bondage. Physical and psycho- 
logical survival become our immediate, universal goals, neither of 
which are easily attainable in an individualistic, class/caste- 
conscious society. These conditions demand radical changes. The 
method for change is revolution. 

The liberation of women and revolution are inextricably inter- 
twined. Without a free society, women cannot hope to attain per- 
sonal or collective freedom. Since the freedom of women as a 
group is not slways a foremost focus in early revolutionary periods, 
women have and must continue to come together to collectively ana- 
lyze our particular conditions and plan our strategies. Our battle 
against sexism, the total necessity of our fight for liberation, 
is predicated on our atrngth and leadership in revolution. Our 
oppression is not only poli tical but cultural as well. We have a 
difficult, twofold struggle. Not only must we build a new society 
that offers viable alternatives for all people, we must destroy a 
deeply entrenched cultural system of sexism that relegates each wo- 
шап, no matter what race or class she is from, to а secondary, de- 
pendent position. | 

Women have recently, since the decade of the sixties, discov- 
ered that we have a long-suppressed history of female organizers, 
artists, authors, and soldiers. The origins of our movement date 
back over 120 years to the pre-oivil War Abolitionist campaigns. 
Turing the past ten years, we have vigorously carried on our fight- 
ing tradition. Women have continually organized in countless oom- 


munities for daycare centers, widespread birth онй: for equitable 


welfare | benefits, ап end to forced sterilization, and humane abortion 


= owe 


laws. I4 

Capitalist society marks a woman's value by the value of her uar; 
boyfriend, husband, son, or father. Our territory is supposedly the 
nuclear family, the "home," the realm of the personal and emotional. 
The fact that thousands of women are able to survive in a hostile, un- 
just job market and raise children alone, is either ignored or simply 
given no respect. We are strong. We can survive. In building for 
revolution, we will tear down the boundries surrounding our territory 
and apply emotional expression to our political strategy. We are more 
honest emotionally with ourselves than our brothers. We can teach 
them that че all aust admit our mistakes and recognize our weaknesses. 
In so doing, we will more quickly overcome problems and forge а faster 
path to revolution. 

The women of the Symbionese Liberation Army are revolutionary fen- 
inists. We believe we must fight for economic and political changes 
that offer justice and fair opportunities for all people. We are 
working to elininate this worldwide system of U.S. Imperialism with 211 
its Inherent forms of oppression and its white, male, ruling class 
perpetrators. We consider all levels of the struggle important. There 
18 much work to be done on a community, national, and international 
basis. 

4s women, We have our own particular oppression to eliminate. 
Sexism is all-pervasive in our society. We believe true liberation 
can never be a reality for women unless we participate fully in every 
aBpect of the revolutionary struggle and make our demands known to all 
people. We are willing to work with all people who have sincere, pro- 
gressive attitudes and goals. We see our liberation intimately tied 
in with all other liberation struggles. We understand and agree with 
the premise that women, as with any oppressed group, must develop their 
analyses and strategies apart from and without the interruption of 


their oppressors, While we nead to organize separately, we must соп~ 


gistently strive to give the revolutionary movement the input of our 
ideas and conclusions. We must inhance rather than detract from the 
overall struggle. In the long process toward revolution, ме Will nev- 
er take a completely separatist stance. We believe that our freedom 
and the freedom of all oppressed people depends on cooperation, mutual 
assistance, and other women are justifiably wary of the patronizing 
habit of many groups to rate sexism as an “honorable mention" oppres- 
sion, last on the list of all the more important ones. The liberation 
of women is not secondary to anyone else's freedom. We wil) never ac- 
cept a tokenistia position in any organization or party platform. 

Women must participate Хп the armed struggle and be fighters. 
Fighting armed is not "macho." Fighting for revolution with gun in 
band is not just & man's game. Arned struggle 18 an important and to- 
tally necessary element of our revolutionary strategy. Armed propaganda 
is our Weis focus now. It is an effective weapon that should be util- 
ized to the fullest extent. Ours 1s a country of media«canscious 
people. As revolutionaries, we can use the media to our advantage to 
educate the people by exposing, through armed actions, the decadant, 
bloodthirsty, imperialistic nature of the ruling class and its govern- 
ment. Armed actions also help prepare people for the day when revolu- 
tionary masses will be armed to fight a people's war. They remind us 
that we must be ready to defend ourselves from any type of attack and 
mount offensives to win. Women in armed struggle are rousing examples 
of strength to other sisters and brothers. Women guerrillas strike 
fear into the hearts of the oppressors and bring јоу to the faces of 
thelr comrades. Every woman freedom fighter will not be a guerrilla. 
We will struggle on all levels. But all feminist revolutionaries must 
Bupport armed struggle and their sister soldiers because we fight to 
free ourselves. LOVE-POWER-SPRUGGLE 


Sisters of the Symbionese Liberation Army 


The world would split open," 
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MILITANT WOMEN: a brief history 


“What would happen if one woman told the truth about her life? | 


Muriel Rukeyser 


We want to split our world 
open, In the process of doing so 
we are discovering that many, many 
women before us have also felt this 
necessity, and they have also strug- 
&led to do so in every conceivable 
way, including through the use of 
arms, We feel that telling the 
truth about. their lives can be an 
important souree of strength and 
understadning for us all, We begin 
to realize what women have always 
done, instead of accepting the very 
odd but almost universal idea that 
wonen have never bóen a force in 
history and that they have never 
been soldiers and fighters. We are 
sharing and building upon a tradi~ 
tion of determined, humane, and mi- 
litant women which is аз old as m- 
mankind. The more ме unearth. this 
history, the more we discover the 
vorld-splitting potentials within 
ourselves which it. is the function 
of reactionary sexist mythology to 
deny to us, 

The examples we are citing here 
are meant only to provide a brief 
introduction to one facet of herstory 
We are choosing a few instances in 
which women's resistance to oppres- 
sion has taken militant forms be- 
cause it is 5 particularly suppressed 


history, and as such contributes im- 
portantly to the notion of women 

as ineffectual and weak, But we are 
equally proud of all of the many 
forms our resistance has taken, from 
aemonstrations and strikes to under- 
ground railroeds to women's orgeni— 
zations to the small day—to-dey bat- 
tles for dignity and sustenance that 
women have always fought, 

Records of women that date back 
before the last few hundred years 
ere particularly fuzzy, but there is 
evidence that there have been women 
soldiers in wars of resistance 
throughout history. There are indi— 
cations that Celtic: women organized 
their own armies, and fought brave- 
ly egainst the Roman invaders, and 
that Joan of Arc was a real women 
whose charismatic Leadership posed 
a threat which led to hor torture 
and death. 

Women have played important 
roles in two Prench revolutionary 
movements, In the Revolution of 
1789, women started bread riots in 
protest against inflated prices, and 
‘took part in the storming of the 
Bastille, During the Paris Commune 
of 1871, a period during which a re- 
volutionary governront was created 
for а brief time in the city of 


Paris, women were in the forefront 
of the commune's creation and defense, 
They fought against the Versailles 
attackers from the barricades, prin- 
ted leaflets urging women to take up 
arms with the men, carried ammunition 
to fighters and organized militant 
street demonstrations, "Citoyennes, 
the chips are down," they wrote, "We 
must win or die." Louise Michel and 
Andre’ Léo were two of the Commune's 
most, active and well-known defenders, 
The women of Vietnam have fought 
against invaders throughout the na- 
tions long and arduous history of 
resistance, Women led two of the 
five major insurrections against 
the Chinese who occupied Vietnam 
for a thousand years, The Trung sis- 
ters, who reportedly led an army of 
60,000 against the Chinese, are re- 
mewbered as importunt heroines even 
today, In more recent times, there 
were all-women guerrilla units who 
fought against the French oppressors 
in the 1940's and 50's, and it is 
estimated that around one million 
Victnamese women participated in 
anti-French activities, including 
operating anti-aircraft guns, Their 
consciousness has always been that 
there are no civilians in a people's 
war, Women also participated in the 
war against the United States as 
everything from generals to sol- 
üiers to members of local village 
militias to setters of jungle booby 
traps, and they have always contin- 
ned to fight for their rights within 


their own society at the same timo 
as they fought for its survival, 

Our own history has its women 
fighters also, The well-known Molly 
Pitcher, and the lesser known Debo- 
rah Sampson, Sally 5%, Clair, Маг- 
garet Corbin and Deborah Gunnett 
fought with men in the froyt lines 
of the American Revolution, and 
Abigail Adams described in letters 


Harriet Tubman, (inion cout and yy 


how women wilitantly forced the 
opening of shops whose owners had 
hoarded goods, Women took part in 
mill strikes in 1845 and 1848 during 
one of which they broke open а tex- 
tile mill, seized it, and stopped. 
the looms, Female leadership was 
also evident in the famous Lawrence 
mill strike where women took the 
initiative in discouraging scabs, 
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smashing machines, and. breaking win- ` 
dows, One woman was killed in the 
street fighting, Mother Jones, а 
union organizer, once led striking 
minera! wives, armed only with brooms, 
ngninst soldiers armed with bayonets, 
During the Civil War, some four 
hundred woren posed as men in order 
to fight, and other women acted as 
pics, Harriet Tubman, who had а 
$40,000 price on her head, had sup- 
ported John Provn's Harper's Ferry 
raid and was only prevented from 
participating in it because of ill- 
In the Civil Wer she acted as 
а Union scout, | 
Early 20th Century suffragists 
sometines had to combat the violence 
of anti-suffrage men, and at times, 
women turned to militant action to 
defend their claim to full citizen- 
hood, In this country, women suff- 
rage marchers occasionally could only 
complete their marches with help from 
the U.S. Cavalry, and women were fre- 
quently arrested and maltreated, In 
England, Emmeline Pankhurst's Women's 
Social and Political Union threw 
stones, smashed windows, heckled 
members of Parliament, attacked go- 
vernment officials with whips or bare 
hands, and if arrested, initiated l 
hunger strikes in prison. Many wo- 
men were force-fed brutally, or be- 
came so ili that they had to be re- 
leased, "There is something that 


ness, 


governments care for more than hu- 
man life," said Pankhurst,"and that 
is the security of property, and so 


it is through property that we shall 
strike the enemy," 
Pankhurst was a sophisticated 
theorist of the uses of militant ас- | 
tion, ".,,1 want to make you under- 
stand the inevitableness of revolu. 
tion and слуз war, even on the part 
of women,. when you reach а certain 
stage in the development of a com- 
imñity's lifc.." she said, " І want 
to show you that when damage із dono 
property it is not dono in order to 
convert people to women suffrage at 
all, 2% is a practical political 
means, the only means we consider 
open to voteless persons to bring i 
about а political situation, which 4 
сап only be solved by giving women 
the vote,.." These were extraordi- 
narily courageous words for a woman 
to speak in 1913, and they are ty- 
pical of the courege of. women from 
Joan of Arc: to Lolita Lebron who 
overcame both internal and external 
forces of repression in order to 
fight wholeheartedly for tho physical 
and spiritual survival of themselves, 
their sisters, and their people, 


Se 
The modern revolutionary movement must 
become unlivable for masculinity and 
femininity. И must judge individuals on 


their life. 


{from Arms and the Woman by Лолла tharies, 
1475.) 
а 


[Woman's] development, her freedom, her 
independence, amist come from and through herself. 
First, by asserting herself as a personality, and not as a 
sex commodity. Second. by refusing the right to 
anyone over her Бойу; by refusing to bear children, 
unless she wants them; by refusing to be a servant to 
God, the State, society. the husband, the family, ete., 
by making her lile simpler, but deeper and richer. That 
is, by trying to learn the meaning and substance of life 
in all its complexities, by freeing herself from the fear 
of public opinion and public condemnation. 


Emma Goldman (1869-1940) 
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ON GUARD - ENEMY WISE ! 


Open letter to the fighting forces! 
в 
October 27, 1975 y 


Greetings Comrades: t МЕД «=. * 
JA j 4 


Sitting back watching and Listening to the | 5 cry for Freedom, I. must 
comment on some actions of the past, Understanding the basic principles 
of War, we cannot afford to put the enomy on guard, Actions that can 
cause the enemy to implement more security should be thought out care- 
fully for faults that can result. Such as the action of bombing a pri- 
son wall. end tower, these are not actions that. should be dedicated as 
Solidarity, Moves shouldn't ve made on concentration Kamps unless it's 
for liberation of comrades, otherwise actions in itself just causes the 
swine to implement more security. Hiring more swines, old alarm systems 
are remodeled, ‘they can demand greater wages ang benefits under the risk 
plan, and also this increases the enemy chances of survival with larger 
bones to wag in front of their mad dog foot soldiers, while comrades 
inside have to reorganize the weak points they have found in the swine 
security and start from scratch to learn their new system. This can be 
avoided if the action was Liberation and not Solidarity. 


What; I am saying is this; the enemy is no fool, and when the flea bites 
him, he will try his upmost to never let that happen again, We all love 
Comradeship. and Solidarity but we desire Freedom more, AS Sun Tzu said— 
the best battles won are those that are not fought. 


So let's not: put the swines on guard and create a battle that we can 
avoid, 
i Salute You I 
Dessaline 
B.L.AÀ. 


P.S. Hope to meet you in the mellow madness 
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NOV. 1: PUERTO RICAN SOLIDARITY 


Lolita Lebron, 1974 


On the morning, of October 27, at 2 am, nine explosions went off 
in three seperate cities, The Puerzas Armadas de Liberacion Nacional 
Puertorriquena(FALH) claimed credit for the bombings, In a noteworthy 
display of guerrilla coordination, the state department in Washington, 
the First National City bank, the Chase Kanhattan bank in midtovm Nen- 
hattan, the National Westminster bank and the first Rational City bank. 
in ihe Wall Street area of New York, Sears Tower, the Continental 
bank, and Marina City, a high-rent high-rise complex in Chicago were all 
hit with pipe bombs, No injuries were reported, The action coincided 
with the November lrst international day of solidarity with Puerto Rico. 
On that day there were demonstrations across Puerto Rico, across the 
United States of North America, and across the world, These events 
proclaimed to all. the right of the Puerto Rican people to self-detier- 
mination and an end to 0.5. colonialism. Тһе call went out for the 
release of Oscar Collaso, Lolita Lebron, Rafael Miranda, Andres Fi- 
gueroa Cordero, Irving Flores, the Puerto Rican nationalist prisoners 
who are the longest held POWs in the U.S.. These twin demands were 
also made by the FALN. 
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The РАМ have generally acted in conjunction with the mass move- 
ment for the liberation of Puerto Rico. June 14 of 1975, they bombed 
the United of America bank and the Midcontinental Plaza building in 
Chicago. This action came on the morning of a Puerto Rico day parade 
held by the city of Chicago. This event while planned by reactionary 
elements in Chicago was radicalized by the unsolicited presence of the 
Puerto Rican Socialist Party's large contingent proclaiming the right 
of self-deiermination for Puerto Rico. The FALN bombing underscored 
the militancy of the marcher's demands, 

The most controversial of the FALN attacks was that of January 24, 
1975, when they attacked the Frauncces Tavern send the Anglers Club, a 
private men-only lunch club, killing four executives but also wounding 
workers, This bombing was done in retaliation for the murders of Luis 
Chavonnier and Eddie Ramos, two young workers killed on January 21, 
1975 at a rally in Mayaquez, Puerto Rico. A bomb went off that day 
40 minutes before a public rally celebrating the birth of Eugenio Maria 
de Hostes and the 16th anniversary of the founding of the Pro-Inde- 
pendence movement(liPI). The evidence for this attack pointed to a 
Eroup of counter-revolutionary Cuban exíles, backed by CIA money and 
equipment. Тһе building up of right-wing terrorism on the island 
coincided with the colonial government's drive to stop tha growing 
independence and worker's movement. Аз in the 2.9509 when the indepen- 
dence movement was stopped, official agents of the US government, 
notably the FRI, have aided in the surveillance, illegal searches, 
and general repression of pro-independence forces, 


Ae Puerto Rico is racked by a wave of strikes, the demand for inde~ 
pendence, the drive for self-determination, the rebirth of a movement 
decades old is intensifying. As committed.Anti-—inperialists we understand 
that the drive for Puerto Rican Independence is tica to our own revo- | 
lutionary movement. As in Vietnam thet movement necds international 
solidarity, actions public and clandestine to achieve victory, 
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NWLF Communique 
Viva Puerto Rico Libre! 


We claim responsibility for the 


bombing attack at Fort Ord, in soli- 


Garity with the FALN and the grow- 
ing struggle for a free and inde- 
pendent Puerto Rico. 

Ever since the triumph of the 
Cuban revolution, the US military 
has tricd to prevent the spread of 
Socialist revolution to other 
countries. In order for US 
capitalism-imnperialism to succeed, 
а law and order atmosphere must be 
maintained, fo do so, the US mili- 


tary (lackeys of corporate business) 


has established itself firmly in 
Рапаља and Puerto Rico, training 
and equiping the military and police 
in every Latin American country 
except Cuba, The US invasion of the 
Dominican Republic in 1965 was 
launched from Puerto Rico and many 
US warships that were sent to 
Vietnam trained there. Puerto Rico 
is forced to live with the princi- 
pal Military Airlift Command base 

in Latin America, Ramey Air Force 
base, which is capable of airlift- 
ing almost every type of military 
equipment, and large numbers of 
troops. What does this cost the 
052 They don't pay a cent for the 
land, and in the case of one Puerto 
Rico island (Vieques), the US mili- 


tary controls 26,000 of the 35,000 
acres that makes up the island. How 
has ihe US contributed to the well- 
being of Puerto Rico? They have 
made San Juan tho Caribbean center 
of corruption and vulgarity that was 
once pre-revolutionary Havanna, but 
has long since been wiped out. 

They have sterilized 35% of all 
Puerto Rican women of reproductive 
age (15-45) as part of thoir geno- 
cidal policy. Poverty, unemployment, 
ruz eddiction, a future of welfare 
and food handouts is the lot for 
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most .Puerto Ricans, 

"Not satisfied robbing from those 
who live in Puerto Rico, the US dog 
order degrades Puerto Ricans living 
here who they call "citizens", Any- 
one who has boen to Spanish Harlem 
can testify that Puerto Ricans are 
forced to live in some of the most 
degrading conditions within this 
country. Nothing on the-.west coast 
even compares to those conditions, 
Puerto Ricans must face up early to 
a life of no hope in this dog-eat- 
dog order. Their "place" in this 
society is clearly defined--at the 
bottom along with Chicanos, Macks, 
Native Americans, Third World peo- 
ple, all ex-convicts, any white vho 
is poor enough and any people who 
support these above people in the 
struggle for total liberation, 

We call on all comrades to unite 
against this dog-eat-dog order 
where the only hope for oppressed 
people is to live an imprisoned 
life outside, or live an imprisoned 
life inside one of their dungeons 
because they were never given the 
opportunity from birth to partici- 
pate in this society, Unity in 
struggle to smash these slave chains! 
With a united front, we can and 
will stop these buzards who have 
picked our ancestors bones, are now 
picking on ours, and are starting 
in our childrens!! 

This imperialist octopus, suck- 
ing the life-blood from the people 


of Puerto Rico, Latin America and 
throughout the world, is being 
brought to justice. In mid-october, 
the peoples' united forces showed the 
devastating effect of their direct 
attack on the life-blood of this 
deranged order, the 031 companies, 
causing hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars of damage (2 in Pennsylvania, 

1 in Техаз and 2 in California). We 
call on 811 comrades to let their 
voices be heard and their actions 
felt on November 1, International 
pay in Solidarity with the Struggle 
for an Independent Puerto Rico. 


VIVA PUERTO RICO LIBRE! 

foward the liberation of Lolita 
Lebron, Irving Flores, Andres 
Corderio, Oscar Collazo, Rafael 
Miranda, all political prisoners 
and especially our freedom 
fighters. 


United, we'll drive these parasites 
and their dog-eai-dog order from our 
lives forever. 

HASTA LA VICTORIA! 


Lucio Cabanas Unit, Peoples' Forcea 
New World Liberation Front 


Please distribute to barrios, 
ghettos, Native American koncen- 
tration kamps, welfare, foodstamp 
and unemployment offices, high 
schools and any places poor people 
eather. 
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